bubbled with excitement. It should be noted that this whole subject was extensively discussed in Paris on the days preceding the Congress (see, e.g. Paris Conference, 1971 : Standardization in Human Cytogenetics. Birth Defects, Original Article Series VIII, 7 (1972) . The National Foundation, New York, USA).
To those interested in the growing contributions of genetics to medicine, and in the growing front of human genetics itself, the book is warmly recommended.
PAUL As stated in the preface, it is rare to find in a textbook of tropical medicine more about neurology than an account of encephalitis, kuru, running amok and latah. This book is the first comprehensive textbook of tropical neurology in the English language. It is arranged geographically (India, Africa, South-East Asia, Oceania, Latin America, West Indies), each chapter consisting of either a review of a specific disorder or a review of general neurological practice in a given geographical area.
The seventeen chapters dealing with specific disorders are uniformly excellent and interesting. Particularly to be mentioned are the sections on kuru, tuberculosis of the central nervous system and multiple sclerosis in South Africa.
The remaining sixteen chapters start with a general ecological review of the area under consideration, followed by a discussion of the diseases seen in neurological practice. This inevitably leads to a great deal of repetition: cerebrovascular accidents for example are discussed in the chapters dealing with India, Senegal, Ghana, Nigeria, Uganda, Singapore and Thailand. Psychiatric disorders are mentioned in some sections but not in others. Though numerous tables are included, most authors recognize the impossibility of accurate statistical analysis of the neurological material available for study.
It is surprising to find no mention of the specific central nervous system manifestations of congenital toxoplasmosis. Though not yet reported from the tropics, primary amoebic meningoencephalitis must surely occur in these areas, and a review of this condition might be useful in subsequent editions.
This book will be particularly useful to neurologists in Britain dealing with patients coming from the tropics and to medical officers working in these areas faced with difficult problems of neurological diagnosis. G Many books have been written on intersexuality, some more biological, some more clinical, some comprehensive, and others devoted to some special aspects of the problems posed by intersexual anomalies. This book consists of a series of topics related broadly to abnormal sex development, its diagnosis, differential diagnosis and management. It is a book which the initiated will find interesting but by and large, and with exceptions, it is not for the relatively inexperienced student of this field. The bulk of the book deals with descriptions of various types of intersexuality and its management, and with neoplastic abnormalities affecting sex development or expression. It is important that the reader carefully note the authors' definitions of such words as 'intersexuality' and 'sex reversal', which often differ from the meanings given to these words by other workers in the field. Among intersexual states all major forms of male (testicular) and female (ovarian) hermaphroditism as well as true hermaphroditism are described. Turner's syndrome and Klinefelter's syndrome and their chromosome anomalies are also dealt with within this intersexual category. The other sections are devoted to treatment, In 45 years the alpha rhythm has accumulated a huge literature which, however, throws little light on its origin and function. The sustained experimentation since 1967, presented in this book, would therefore be admirable if all results, many of considerable interest, and much selective quotation, were not made to support an improbable hypothesis.
The original proposal was that tremor of the extraocular muscles modulates the corneoretinal potential and the resultant rhythm is projected to the occipital scalp; the reasons for this curious and limited mode of spread are not adequately explained. Paradoxically, the author quotes approvingly a paper which purports to show a largely frontal alpha rhythm (Rubin 1938), long recognized as an artifact of 'monopolar' recording. Though he now admits that eyeless subjects may have alpha rhythms the corneoretinal source remains the keystone of the present exposition.
Dr Lippold almost totally ignores the fact that the whole range of the EEG comprises many activities, alpha rhythm being no more than the commonest; it is a strange coincidence if the mechanism which blocks alpha rhythm and evokes it on eye closure is essentially different from that which has the same effects on numerous posterior activities, including examples of bilateral spike and wave complexes with their accompanying clinical 'absences'. He offers no explanation for the unilateral alpha reduction which often occurs with local cortical compression or ischwemia.
Dr Lippold goes a step further, and too far, in suggesting (with interesting evidence) that the evoked potentials will be found to be similar artifacts. There is a wealth of information on the physiology of animal evoked potentials which a less dedicated author could not thus ignore.
W A COBB Textbook of Geriatric Medicine and Gerontology edited by J C Brocklehurst ppxii+760 illustrated £16.
Edinburgh &London: ChurchiUlLivingstone 1973
This is a major work by forty-four contributors headed by Professor Brocklehurst. It is handsomely bound, nicely set out with clear print andwith a few exceptionswell illustrated.
The first 74 pages are devoted to four chapters on gerontology. These are of a high standard and contain a review of current knowledge and research. Theories of the complex nature of ageing are discussed and the final chapter of this fascinating section is devoted to the ecology of human senescence.
The second part of the book -580 pagesis entitled Geriatric Medicine. Here also the standard is high but as more authors are involved there is greater variation. It is good to see sections devoted to the special senses (sight and hearing) and an excellent article on the management of aged amputees. The chapter on surgery is disappointing, perhaps because it attempts too much in too little space, an uneasy compromise noticeable in other sections of the book; it is oddly pessimistic about elderly amputees. Numerous references are given but the attempt to be up to date and comprehensive seems to inhibit the expression of authoritative opinions in some chapters.
The third and final part of the book-80 pages is concerned with medical and community care. Much of this could be pruned radically with benefit: the chapter on the psychology of ageing, long-term illness and death conceals common sense beneath jargon.
Professor Brocklehurst sets high standards for this book and it comes near to achieving them.
